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Shinran Shonin
PEEIA (1173-1263)

How pointless it is to try

to direct the merit of our

own trained good deeds
in order to be born
In the Pure Land.

(BREEESHI2018FB AL VI —1KD)
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wl August Shotsuki Memorial Service
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In the past month, donations to the amount of 1,220.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.

The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Rev Mark Healsmith — Membership contribution for 6 months
* Rev & Mrs Takashi Miyajima — Membership contribution

* Mrs Ayako Mitsui Browne — Donation

* Ms Akiko Minami — Family memorial service

* Ms Miyoko Horide — Special donation

* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing honourarium

Thank you very much in Gassho

SOSOOSOOO0000000000000000000000000000000000
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NEWS Run for PEACE & Future of HBMA ‘ ;
il ‘SYDNEY RUNNING
16 September 2018 R un for PEACE &

RUN FOR THE FUTURE OF HBMA

tival on 16 September and will
run 42.195km for the WORLD
PEACE and also the FUTURE OF
HONGWANJI BUDDHIST MISSION
OF AUSTRALIA!

If you wish to donate for this
event to support Reverend’s
Run, please make a donation to
the following account.

AccouNT NAME: HBMA

. EA=T Y - <Y
— s BSB: 032 197

Rev Watanabe finished
42.195km with time of ACCOUNT NO: 48 1501

4:10.42 last year. (17/09/17) DESCRIPTION: “PEACE RUN”

If you wish to join this festival, you are "5S¢
most welcome to do so. There are also )YDNEYI
3.5km family run, 10km and Half Mara- MARATHO
thon categories. You may experience to run =
the centre of Harbour Bridge which is so
exciting. Every year, many Japanese visi-
tor runners join this event. Last year there |
were 33,000 participants in total for this = "‘
event, and the number of runner from over- |§
sea was 3,100. Among this oversea partici-
pants, there were 500 Japanese runners which was the
biggest number among oversea countries. In Gassho,
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m| Scripture Class on the mov ' :
8 At Gordon West P.S. 1
< |
: Scripture class students in }; n
m| Gordon West Public School are ' |
B now studying more about the o :
] life of Sakya- m
: muni  Bud- [
| dha and his [ |
| | basic teach- R
| ings. : :
n In Gassho, |
]
| | Al |
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¢ Welcome to HBMA

Reverend Takashi and Mrs Maki Miyajima and their
two cheerful children, Hironori and Shiori from Bris-
bane Queensland visited HBMA on 1 July and joined
our Sunday service. Rev Miyajima has been visiting
HBMA few time but for their children it was their
first experience attending Sunday service.

We all hope they enjoyed the story from Rev
Watanabe. In Gassho,

A

(- R) Rev Watanabe, Hironori-kun, Shiori-chan, Maki and Takashi
Miyajima paid respect to Amida Buddha at HBMA (01/07/18).

We all enjoyved Fete - Japanese Cultural Fun
Day event on 14 July at Auburn Picnic Area.

On beautiful Saturday on 14 July, Japanese commu-
nity held an annual Fete and many people joined this
fun event. HBMA members also participated and
helped for making everything working smoothly!

(Top Left) Noodle shop, (right) Sydney Soran Dance Troupe
(bottom left) Tag a war, (right) making hush brown (14/07/18)

N




(From page 2) Dharma message “Parents”

ers, first those with whom we have close karmic rela-
tions, whatever karmic suffering they may have
sunk to in the six realms through the four modes of
birth. Thus were his words.”

(“Tannisho” Chapter 5)

This chapter may surprise those who are not familiar
with Shinran Shonin’s thought. Even for myself, I was
shocked when I first read it. This is because, accord-
ing to my experience when I was small, whenever I
saw Buddhist monks who officiated at services, there
was no explanation about the chant they used. So I
just guessed they were chanting for the repose of the
departed ancestors.

However, when I studied the teaching of the Nem-
butsu, I finally learnt what Shinran Shonin wanted to
say. His thought was totally different from my guess.
He was watching all living beings’ lives equally, be-
cause he knew we don’t have any power to control
other lives. Our world consists of all living beings, and
our lives occupy only a part of the whole world. Still
each life has to be treated equally, because each single
life is a great existence, and all lives including my life
and your lives are interdependent.

When we think about where our lives came from, we
will realise that our lives depend on a number of other
lives before us.

For example, we have two parents, and add our
grandparent? A: Four.

Then how many great-grandparents? A: Eight.

When we go back ten generations, how many parents
have there been? A: 1,024.

How about 20 generations? A: 1,048,576.

How about 30 generation? A: 1,073.741.824 parents!

We welcomed new Gomonshu-sama two years ago, he
is the 25th descendant after Shinran Shonin (1173-
1263), so roughly 30 generations make 1,000 years,
and 33 generations make more than present whole
population in the world which is about 7.5 Billion as
of today. Isn’t it amazing? I believe that, learning
that, you could feel the oneness of all human beings in
the world. It sounds like all human beings are related,
and this relationship is continuing from the past
through the present and the future. We all belong to a
single but huge family. This entire earth is a home for
all of us. All nations are brothers and sisters.

On the other hand, our lives have to depend upon one
another. Human beings are taking other living beings’
lives in order to make their own lives last longer. Also,
we need sunshine, air, water, natural gas, etc. Each
phenomenon is a great part of our lives. So, we have
to appreciate all of them. Shinran Shonin said ‘T do
not recite Name (Namo Amida Butsu) for our parents’.
He was trying to say that the life of every living being
has an equal value. No one is more important than
the other. The path of Nembutsu teaches us that we
should appreciate everyone, everything, and all living
beings. In this way we eventually save our parents
and all of our ancestors, too.

We all commemorate our loved ones
who have already parted from us at
this Obon time, however, as Jodo Shin-
shu followers, we shouldn’t miss the
essence of the Obon. Remember that if
we only think about our ancestors at this time, it
won’t be a religious observance. Each one of us should
be involved in this service, that is, we should think
about and realise our own future lives. Because, we
are also going to join Amida Buddha’s Pure Land
where our ancestors are.

Therefore, Obon is the time to think about our life and
our future life, even if we are still young. In our busy
everyday lives, the Obon service gives us a good op-
portunity to think about ourselves, and reflect upon
our relatives or friends’ passing. If we could spend
some quiet time thinking about our future life, Obon
becomes a very meaningful day for each one of us.

As you may notice from the passage I
read at the beginning, Shonin said, “I
have never said the nembutsu even once
for the repose of my departed father and
mother”. According to the story of the
Obon Sutra, Mokuren offered food for
everyone, by his action his mother who
was in the hell of hungry demons was
relieved. All living beings have been our
parents and brothers and sisters in the
course of countless lives in many states
of existence. So, we shouldn’t be selfish
but think about all other lives at the
same time.

Namo Amida
Butsu

Then, the question is, “Where are we going after our
present life?” “Where is our permanent home?” Our
life is to be compared to a journey, however we all
have a mutual home to return to. That’s why we are
able to enjoy our daily lives. This mutual home was
prepared by Amida Buddha since he became a Bud-
dha. You will find these words in the Amida Sutra,
“Shojo Zennin Kue Issho (34 L& A {E&—4L)”. This
means, ‘Those who respect Amida Buddha and rejoice
in his wisdom and compassion, reciting Namo Amida
Butsu are going to meet together at Pure Land.” Shin-
ran Shonin also told his followers, “Let us certainly
meet again at Jodo (Pure Land) without fail.”

On Obon day, we would like to express our sincerest
appreciation to our ancestors to let us encounter the
teachings and have a precious moment to think about
our future life. We are grateful to Amida Buddha for
preparing our home to go back to. Let us recite Namo
Amida butsu expressing our appreciation to Amida
Buddha for letting us have a wonderful journey in this
life, and welcoming us to his Land.

In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe




(From page 1) Why do we commemorate Obon ?
e

away of the young, and old alike. Therefore, we
should all look to our future life and with deep reli-
ance on Amida Buddha say the holy Name.”

In the Ullambana sutra, we can find the origin of the
Obon service.

I assume many people love their mother the best. One
of the ten great disciples of Shakyamuni Buddha,
whose name was Mokuren (Maudgalyayana) also
loved his mother, because his mother loved him very
much.

According to the Ullambana Sutra, one day Mokuren
was reflecting upon his beloved mother who had al-
ready passed away. At that time, a question came to
his mind,

“What is my mother doing right now?”

He had supernatural powers, which he had obtained
through his hard practice, so he was able to see people

who had already died. So, Mokuren used this power to
search for his beloved mother and found her.

Alas! - It was a big and sad sur- ¥

prise for Mokuren that his E e
mother was suffering in the hell : -
of hungry demons. It was an un- 3
believable scene for him. His
mother was very skinny and al-
most just flesh and bone. Moku- |
ren rushed to her, and tried to Bt
offer some food, but all of it
caught fire in front of his mother. ;5 mother but food was
He tried many times but nothing all burnt.

worked. Mokuren had no idea

what to do, so, he went to see Shakyamuni Buddha.
Buddha listened to the story, and then told Mokuren
why his mother had to go to such a world;

Mokuren tried to feed

“Mokuren, your mother is suffering
right now, because she did something
wrong when she was in the human
world”.

But, Mokuren could not believe it and
said;

“She was always a very kind and won-
derful mother, what did she do?”
Sakyamuni said,

“l know she was really a wonderful
mother, but she was good only to you,
not to others. Whenever she had some-
thing good, she hid it from others and
gave it to you, Moku-

Shakyamuni

Buddha
ren. Your mother never

shared things with others.”
Mokuren said, “Is it because of me?”
“Yes, Mokuren.” Buddha replied,
“She loved you too much”.

Mokuren then asked,

“What can I do for her?”

Buddha said,

b

“There is a way to save your mother. Because she did
not share things with others and went to the hell of
hungry demons. Therefore, if you offer and share
things with others on behalf of your mother, and if
they are pleased, then your mother will be all right.”

1 BULLETIN

In accordance with Buddha’s word, Mokuren pre-
pared more than enough food and shared it with all
the Buddha’s disciples on the last day of their sum-
mer study meeting on 15 August. They ate everything
and all the disciples were very pleased. Then Moku-
ren was finally able to see his mother’s peaceful smil-
ing face. Mokuren was very happy as he jumped and
danced with joy!

Since then, every year on the same day, the same
thing was done. This is the origin of the Obon and the
Obon dance.

As T write this article, I wonder if we are still doing
the same thing as Mokuren’s mother. Whenever we
get something good, we don’t share it with others, but
only share it with our children. From the Buddha’s
point of view, all human actions are beset with self-
ishness. So we can’t count how many selfish acts we
make for the sake of our children, family or loved
ones. These actions may commit us to go straight to
the Hell of hungry demons. The only way for our sal-
vation is to encounter the Vow of Amida Buddha; to
encounter the teaching of the Nembutsu, and live the
life of appreciation, embraced in the warm arms of
Amida Buddha.

Let us recite Namo Amida Butsu showing our appre-
ciation to Amida Buddha who works all the time for
us all. - Namo Amida Butsu - .

Please join in for 2018 Obon on Sunday 12 August
and listen to the Rev George’s Dharma message!

In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

Dharma message
- Parents -

“As for me, Shinran, I have never said the nembutsu
even once for the repose of my departed father and
mother. For all sentient beings, without exception,
have been our parents and brothers and sisters in
the course of countless lives in many states of exis-
tence. On attaining Buddhahood after this present
life, we can save every one of them.

Were saying the nembutsu indeed a good act in
which I strove through my own powers, then I might
direct the merit thus gained towards saving my fa-
ther and mother. But this is not the case.

If, however simply abandoning self-power, we
quickly attain enlightenment in the Pure Land, we
will be able to save, by means of transcendent pow-

(Continues on page 3)
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Let us celebrate
® HBMA’s Annual
2018 OBON SERVICE !

11 am~ Sunday 12 August 2018

A

. Please come to our O-bon
service, In commemoration
of all who have gone before

‘ I us, and show our apprecia-
to

\
Eﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘

-
Rev George

Gatenby
Rev George Gatenby from Ade-

laide will be giving the
Dharma message in English |

and Rev Wa- ’

tanabe will EevWatanabe
deliver Japanese message as
usual.

Those who plan to attend
the service, please bring a
dish to share with everyone
just like Mokuren
(Maudgalyayana) did in the
Obon story!

Kﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
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Why do we commemorate Obon ?
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Q

Obon is a good time to reflect
upon our loved ones who de-
parted before us and show our
) appreciation to Amida Bud-
dha who let them be born into
the Pure Land saving every-

one who encounters the
teaching of nembutsu.
We all commemorate our

loved ones who have already
departed from us at this Obon
Jodo Shinshu followers, we

However,

time.
shouldn’t miss the essence of the Obon. Remember
that if we only think about our ancestors at this
time, it won’t be a religious observance. Each one of
us should be involved in this service. That i1s, we

as

Volume 19 - No. 6
20 July, 2018

Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia
PO Box 292 Lindfield (Sydney)
N.S.W. 2070 AUSTRALIA
Phone : (02) 9403-1256

Mob : 0412 - 396 - 014

Email : hbma@optusnet.com.au
http://www . hongwanji.com.au

w

Inside This Issue

Let us celebrate Obon Service 1

Cowra Service of Respect 1

Why do we commemorate Obon?

HBMA news / Marathon, Scripture, Welcome, Fete 4

should think about and realise our own future lives.
Because, we are also going to Amida Buddha’s Pure
Land where our ancestors are.

There is a famous Haiku (Japanese 17 syllable
poem) which describes our human world as imper-
manent. It says “Chiru Sakura Nokoru Sakura mo
Chiru Sakura (Cherry blossom falls, inevitably all
blossoms fall).” There are no exceptions and no one
can live this life forever.

As Rennyo Shonin, the 8th Gomon-
shu, also wrote in his letter: “We
have not heard of anyone receiving
human form which lasts for ten
thousand years. The course of life
ebbs away very rapidly. Can a per-
son preserve his body for a hun-
dred years at the present time?
Not knowing whether death will
come today or tomorrow, those who
depart from us are as countless as
the drops of dew.”

Rennyo Shonin ended his message as follows- “Thus,
we see that what man cannot control is the passing

- >

Rennyo Shonin

(Continues on page 2)
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Please join in to the <

i i COWRA SERWCN
' Q OF RESPECT

l bdth August 2018 10am~
E If you are interested in joining the Cowra Me-

morial Service which will be officiated on the
day Cowra Breakout was happened, you may
accompany Rev Watanabe for
this one day trip. (Donation apply)
E We have few seats left for those
people. Please contact HBMA {8
P office at (02) 9403 -1256 or 0412
-396 - 014. In Gassho,

ISAANAAAANANAANANAAL
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